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According to this preliminary report for the Census of Merchandising and 
rvice Establishments, there were 84 food chains operating in Canada during 1934. These 
Chain companies operated 2,581 stores and had total net sales during the year of 
44,614,500. In 1933 there were 91 food chain companies with 2,598 stores and total 
les of $103,382,900. Thus, while there were 7 less chain companies in 1934 than in 
35, the total number of chain units remained relatively constant while the value of 
4in Sales increased over the 1933 figure by 1.19 per cent. 


Comparative chain data are given in this bulletin for each of the years from 
40 to 1934. Representing the value of food chain sales in 1930 by 100, the relative 
les for the four succeeding years may be represented by 96.85 for 1931; 85.94 for 1932; 
,03 for 1933; and 82.00 for 1954, 


The food chains covered in this report are grocery chains, combination store 
ains (those selling both groceries and meats), and meat market chains. It should be 
nembered that variations in chain sales from year to year, as shown in this report, are 
t due entirely to the variations in sales of the individual stores. The volume of 
Siness transacted by chains from year to year is also affected by the entrance of new 
ains into the field either through the expansion of single or multiple stores into 
2ins or the formation of new companies, and by the disappearance of chain organizations 
rough ceasing to do business or retaining less than the four units necessary to be 
assified as chains. 


It should be noted that the figures given in this report and shown in the 
llowing tables refer to corporate chains only. The figures for voluntary chains will 
published later when all returns have been received. 


When classified geographically it is found that the greatest increase in 
od chain business in 1934 over that in the preceding year took place in Alberta. In 
at province there were 10 chain companies in 1934, and these operated 128 stores with 
les of $4,793,800 or an increase of 6.08 per cent over the figure reported for 1933. 
the other hand, food chains in Quebec experienced a decrease in business of 4.49 per 
it below the 1933 level. The various provinces or divisions in order of increases 
chain sales in 1954 over 1933 together with the percentage changes between the two 
ars are as follows: Alberta, +6.08 per cent; British Columbia, +5.33 per cent; 
1ltoba, +4.25 per cent; Ontario, +2.01 per cent; Maritime Provinces, +.78 per cent; 
skatchewan, -.21 per cent; and Quebec, -4,.49 per cent, 


Of the 84 food chains operating in 1934, 39 have been classified as grocery 
2ins, 53 as combination store chains and 12 as meat market chains. In many cases, 
yanizations classified as combination chains operate a number of purely grocery units 
t firms have been classified as comiination chains only if a substantial proportion of 
sir total business is transacted in stores of the combination type. Due to the develop- 
it of units of the Straight grocery type into combination stores selling both groceries 
1 meats, firms classified as grocery chains in one year may be classified as combination 
2ins in another. This factor mst be kept in mind in interpreting the business trends 
each of the three types of chains, 


During 1934 the 59 grocery chains operated 792 stores and had total sales of 
9,154,500, This represents an increase of 5.44 per cent over the sales of the 46 grocery 
2ins with 821 stores which were operating in 1933, 


There were 33 combination store chains in 19354 and these operated 1,433 
sres with sales of $61,422,100 or a decrease of .08 per cent below the amount of 
siness transacted by 29 chains with 1,400 stores which were operating in 1933. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


httos://archive.org/details/31761116339268 
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Twelve meat market chains operated a total of 156 stores in 19% with 
tal sales of $4,037,900, This amount was 15,46 per cent below the 1933 sales of 16 
at market chains which operated 177 stores in that year. 


A preliminary report has already been published comparing the volumes of 
siness in 1955 and 1954 of independent stores. According to the figures available, 
les of independent grocery stores increased in 1934 by 3.05 per cent over the 1933 
gure; sales of independent combination stores increased by 6.86 per cent and indepen- 
nt meat markets registered an increase of 10.99 per cent over the 1933 total. 


While an exact comparison between the sales of independent stores and chain 
ores cannot be made at present, it would appear that for the Dominion as a whole, 
ocery chains experienced a greater increase in business in 1954 over 1953 than did the 
dependent grocery stores. On the other hand, independent combination stores and inde-~ 
ndent meat markets registered considerable increases in business in 1934 over 1935 while 
e chains in these two fields registered decreases in sales volume. 


RMS OF TABLES -~ 


Table I gives a summary of the principal statistics of all food chains 
mbined, (grocery, combination store and meat markets), from 1930 to 1934. For each 
ar, the table gives the number of chains, number of stores (both the maximum number and 
erage as derived from the numbers reported as at beginning, middle and end of the year), 
ount of sales, percentage of 1950 sales figure and the percentage change in sales from 
e preceding year. 


Table II presents figures by geographic divisions or provinces for 1930, 
53 and 1934, The number of chains, maximum number of stores operated and amount of 
les for each of the three years are shown. In order to avoid disclosing individual 
erations, it has been necessary to combine the figures for the three Maritime Provinces, 


Tables III, IV and V give summries from 1930 to 1934 of the business 
ansacted by grocery chains, combination chains and meat market chains respectively. 
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FOOD CHAINS IN CANADA, 1930-1934 


TABLE I. NUMBER OF CHaINS, STORES AND TOTAL SALES, BY YEA 1930-1934 


(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined) 


nber of Chains ,.... 
ber of Stores - 

Maximum Cveeveene oe eee 
AVGYAZE seeeeeerecces 


ES CU 


.in Sales Index, 


(1930=100) @eeereeveer 82.00 
‘centage change in 
les from preceding 
ay Sreeoretovesverer et eeee®@ +1.19 


TABLE II. NUMBER OF FOOD CH.INS, STORES .ND S&.LES BY PROVINCES, 


1930, 19353 «ND 1934 COMP.RED 


Percentage 
1930 1933 1934 Change in sles 
1933-1934 
NADA, ToTaL(thains 87 Li 
Store s( maximum) 2,008 
Sales $127,582, 500 +1.19 
sish Columbia Chains 19 7 16 
_  $tores(maximum) 244. 282 292 
Sales §$ 10,117,100] 8,606,800] 9,065,400 Povos 
ta Chains 8 11 LO 
Store s(maximum) 120 127 128 
Sales $ 5,587,000] 4,519,100] 4,793,800 +6.08 
ra tchewan Chains 10 8 6 
Stores( maximum) 165 138 135 
Sales $ 6,969,300] 4,177,600] 4,168,700 - .21 
Ltoba Chains 8 6 2 
Stores 121 110 109 
Sales #$ 5,689,100} 4,697,600] 4,896,300 +4. 23 
.rio Chains 37 37 36 
Stores 2 LOv Lass 1, 086 
Sales $ 70,769,300 | 55,450,700 | 56,563,500 +2. 01 
eC Chains 13 12 12 
Stores 495 472 483 
Sales $ 23,708,400 | 20,456,500 | 19,539, 000 ~4, 49 
time ProvincesChains 12 17 15 
Stores 98 156 148 
Sales $ 4,664,500 | 5,474,600} 5,517,300 + +78 
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GROCERY CHAINS IN CaNaDAa 


Table IIIT. Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930-1934 


1930 1931 1932 1934 


umber of Chains 


aeeeeereseen eo? 59 

umber of Stores - 
MAXimum occccecccccveseee, 748 792 
Average COeereeeerene ve by 722 765 


otal SaleS ..serseseseecees | $44, 698, 400 [40, 415, 500] 37, 307, 900 [37; 135, 000 139, 154, 500 


ndex of chain sales 
GIGS) cS cccvsssuciees s 100, 00 90.42 ; 87,60 


srcentage change in sales 
from preceding year ®eoeetee L -9, 58 e Cael) +5. 44 


COMBINATION STORE CHAINS IN CaNaDA 
Table IV. Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930-1934. 


ymber of Chains ....sseceeee 33 
umber of Stores - 
Maximum Coeosteoeresereneree @@ 1,435 
Average chdbevovisvecdored 1, S&S 


otal Sales erneceecevbbsro edd 


ndex of chain sales 


(A DSOE TOO) Ly sieclesis vic.s,s m0 0:0 82.11 
ercentage change in sales 
from preceding year eeceace ~12,45 - .08 


+2.51 1 


MEaT MaRKET CHiINS IN CaNaDa 
Table V. Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales ta “Years 1940-1084 


1930 1931 1932 1933 


unber of Chains eCoeoerresee eee ak 16 s 12 
umber of Stores - : 
Maximum Ceoeereserorereveee 225 217 204 77 at 156 
Average peor eeeseoeeseorserce 214 : 212 196 169 |~ ‘ 151 


ytal Sales .......eses-000++ | $8,083,900 | 6,468,500} 5,196,500 | 4,776, 400 | 4,057,900 


idex of chain sales 
(LOBGEEDIO)! 0S ois os Gaelee lee 100. 00 80. 02 64, 28 59.08 49,95 


srcentage change in sales he 
from preceding year e...eee - -19, 98 -19, 66 ~8,08 -15.46 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Lo. | 
Food Chains in Canada, 1935 955) (Evel iminery ) 
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There were 86 different food chain companies in Canada in 19385 
m these operated 2,309 stores with 105,624,100 sales. Comparative fig- 
es for 1934 show that there were also 86 food chains in that year and 
at these operated 2,395 stores with $104,912,800 sales. Thus, while the 
mber of chain companies did not vary, the smaller number of stores trans- 
ted a slightly greater aggregate business, indicating the closing of some 
the weaker units and increased business by the continuing branches. 
Increases in food chain sales were not recorded for all provinces. 
od chains did 4.8 per cent less bttiness (based on dollar value) in the 
Pvance Of Quebec in 1955 than in the. preceding. year and 8 per cent Less 
an in 1933. Sales in the Maritime Provinces, Ontario and Manitoba showed 
t slight variation between 1934 and 1945, while increases of almost 10 
r cent were recorded in Seskatchewan, Alberta and in British Columbia. 


Ontario accounts for 55 per cent of the totsal food chain business 
the Dominion, the 47, chains, in that province, operating 1,075 stores with 
6,488,600 sales. Quebec comes next with 11 chains operating 425 stores 
d $18,809,600 sales, followed by British Columbia with 17 chains, 297 
ores and $10,148,000 sales. 


Chains are defined for the Census of Merchandising and Service 
tablishments as groups of four or more stores under the same ownership or 
hagement and carrying on the same or similar kinds of business. The food 
@ins included in this report are grocery chains, combination store chains 
hose selling both groceries and meats) and meat market chains. Corporate | 
@ins only are included here. .Figures for voluntary chains, in which the 
ores are individually owned and operated but are grouped for buying or 
vertising purposes, will be included in a later report. 


Of the 86 food chains operating in 1935 and included in this re- 
bt, 58 are classified as grocery chains, 35 as combination store chains 
d 14 as meat market chains. The 38 grocery chains operated 611 stores 
th $23,870,900 sales. The 35 combination store chains operated a total 
1,540 stores and had $77,535,700 sales. Many combination store chains 
srate a number of straight grocery units in addition to those of the com- 
nation store type in which both groceries and meats are sold. The 1,540 
its of combination store chains operating in 1935 include 681 straight 
ocery stores with $25,710,500 sales, 839 stores of the combination type 
th #51, 366,100 sales, and 20 other units (chiefly meat markets) with. 
99,100 sales. Table 6 shows the number and value of sales of the differ- 
t types of stores operated by combination store chains classified accord- 
> to size. The smaller combination store chains are seen to consist 
nost entirely of units of the combination type. On the other hand, units 
the larger combination store chains are divided about evenly as between 
raight grocery and combination stores. The 13 meat market chairs operated 
3 stores with $4,217,500 sales. 


Due to the development of grocery units into those of the combina- 
On type, firms classified as grocery chains in one year may be classified 
combination chains in another. This factor must be kept in mind in 
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Food Chains in Canada, 1935 eof (eye liminary) 
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There were 86 different food chain companies in Canada in 1935 
Ma these operated 2,509 stores with $105,624,100 sales. Comparative fig- 
ees for 1954 show that there were also 86 food chains in that year and 
1at these operated 2,395 stores with #$104,912,800 sales. Thus, while the 
mber of chain companies did not vary, the smaller number of stores trans- 
sbed a Slightly greater aggregate business, indicating the closing of some 
> the weaker units and increased business by the continuing branches. 
Increases in food chain sales were not recorded for all provinces. 
jod chains did 4.8 per cent less bytiness (based on dollar value) in the 
fovines of Quebec in 1955 than in the preceding year and 8 per cent less 
ian in 1933. Sales in the Maritime Provinces, Onterio and Manitoba showed 
it slight variation between 1934 and 1955, while increases of almost 10 
ir cent were recorded in Seskatchewan, Alberta and in British Columbia. 


Ontario accounts for 53 per cent of the totel food chain business 
mtcne Dominion, the 37. chains in that province operating 1,075 stores with 
16,488,600 sales. Quebec comes next with 11 chains operating 425 stores 
id $18,809,600 sales, followed by British Columbia with 1” chains, 297 
pores and $10,148,000 sales. 


Chains are defined for the Census of Merchandising and Service 
ttablishments as groups of four or more stores under the same ownership or 
nagement and carrying on the same or similar kinds of business. The food 
lains included in this report are grocery chains, combination store chains 
fhose selling both groceries and meats) and meat market chains. Corporate ~ 
lains only are included here. .Figures for voluntary chains, in which the 
ores are individually owned and operated but are grouped for buying or 
Wwertising purposes, will be included in a later re eport. 


Of) the 86 food ‘chains’ operating in'!1935 and included in this: re- 
rt, 38 are classified as grocery chains, 35 as combination store chains 
id 14 as meat market chains. The 38 grocery chains operated 611 stores 
th $23,870,900 sales. The 35 combination store chains operated a total 
1,540 stores and had $77,535,700 sales. Many combination store chains 
erate a number of straight grocery units in addition to those of the com- 
nation store type in which both groceries and meats are sold. The 1,540 
its of combination store chains operating in 19435 include 681 straight 
ocery stores with $25,710,500 sales, 839 stores of the combination type 
th $51,366,100 sales, and 20 other units (chiefly meat markets) with 
mo, LOO sales. Table 6 shows the number and value of sales of the differ- 
t types of stores operated by combination store chains classified accord- 
@ to size. The smaller combination store chains are seen to consist 
most entirely of units of the combination type. On the other hand, units 
_the larger combination store chains are divided about evenly es between 
Taight grocery and combination stores. The 13 meat market chains operated 
8 stores with $4,217,500 sales. 


Due to the development of grocery units into those of the combina- 
on type, firms classified as grocery chains in one year may be classified 
combination chains in another. This factor must be kept in mind in 
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iterpreting the business trends of the three types of chains shown in this 
sport. A year-to-year comparison is only valid for all food chains as a 
iole as summarized in Table l. 


It. should also be emphasized that this report relates to the 

tal business transacted by food chains as distinguished from the sales of 
yod products made by all types of chains. Food products are sold in 
ywerBab_otier kinds of, chains - variety-store chains, country general store 
ins, etc. - in addition to the chain companies classified as food chains 
d whose activittes are summarized in this report. 


Table I.---Number df Chains, Stores and Total Sales, ty Years, 19%0 - 1935 


Os 


(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined) 


eat aise toe occas ahs Seema pa pean menace Fe alosetae es sateen ein mason ieeenaee aide amen 
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1944 19%5 
| EES eee eee ee ee 
mber of Chains ..... ; Qi 66 | &6 
mber of Stores: 
MOM Sires sche eens 2, 598 2, 595 2, 509 
Mrerage(1) .oesce. ae 2,301 2,310 2,241 


ae ~ 
tal Sales ooeeoe 000000 


$103 , 638,500 | $104,912, 800| $105, 624,100 


Win Sales [Index 


meeon= 100.0) o ses $1.85 62.23 82.79 
srcentage change in 

sales from preceding 

ees : +0. 80 +1.22! +0.68 


[) Computed from number at beginning, middle and end of each year. 
2) Per cent change from 1931. 


Table II.--Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces, 
1930, 1933, 1934 and 1935 Compared 
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Columbia Stores{max. ) 246 282 307 297 
Pee Gallows o. se $ 10,194,900/$ 8,862,400/$ 9,235,800/$ 10,148,000 +9.87 
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Sales .....-}/$ 5,689,100/$ 4,697,600/$ 4,895,2001¢ 4,813,800 -1.66 
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BOGE. a's sis 4 $ 70,769, 3001$ 55,450, 7001$ 56,563,500/$ 56, 48S , 600| -0.13 
1ebec-- Chains ..... ae 2 11 
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BS! . sre ss $ 23,708,400)$ 20,456,500) $ 19,759, 700/$ 18,809,600 4.81 
mitime Chains ..+e.. Le a5 15 
Provin- Stores{max.) 9 5 149 145 | 
ces-- Sales ..... 600/$ 5,512,700!$ 5,554,700 +0.76 


|) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table Iil.--Wumber of Grocery Chains, | 38 ac tal Sales, by Years, 1930 - 1935 
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Table IV.--Number of Combination Store Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years. 
1959 - - 1935 
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tal Sales o..sceoeces | $74,800, 200 | $97 344, 700 >| $61,471, 500 $53, 48h ,300} $77,535,700 
Table V.-~Number of Meat Market Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
1930 im 1033. 
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Table Vi.--Kinds of Stores Operated ¢ 


er = es 


yy Combination Store Chains in 1945 
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Chains | Number] Sales _|Number, _ Sales” __|Nomberj __ Sales 
{ | 
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1 SYQI877.535.70 1 $25, 710..5 OPEN eli icst alate 


i Combination Store 
Boains, Total ..2--e 


@ins having -- | 

116 |$ 5,472,400 
119 | $ 5,551,000 
604 | $40,342, 700 


ae ain i i then ee elt nian 


Less than 10 units . 
HO to 99 units ...-6 


100 units and over . 


199 
1,207 


) These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combination stores. 
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CENSUS OF 7 aia ad AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Food od Chains in Canada, 2.00) (preliminary) 


——— 


A moderate improvement in the business transacted by food 
1ains in Canada last year is reflected in preliminary compilations for the 
inual Census of Merchandising Establishments. These show that sales for 
136 of 9O chain companies specializing in the retail distribution of gro- 
ries and meats exceeded by 6 per cent the amount recorded for 86 similar 
‘ganizations in 1935. The 90 chain companies in Canada last year operated 
441 stores with $111,560,900 sales while the 86 companies in 1935 had 
309 stores and $105,635,900 sales. 


Differences in amount of chain store business from year to year 
“ee due not only to variations in the amount of business that each store 
ransacts but also to changes both in the number of chain companies in 
eration and in the number of unit stores that these chains possess. Sales 
iy store averaged $49,958 last year or about 6 per cent higher than in 
935 although still 13 per cent below the 1930 average. 


Excepting only in Manitoba where a slight recession of 1 per 
int was recorded, increases in food chain sales last year were reported in 
Ll provinces. Saskatchewan showed the best improvement with a gain of 10 
rr ocent. Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia each reported increases 
inging between 6 and 7 per cent. Quebec sales were up 4 per cent and 
“ince Edward Island, 2.5 per cent. 


The 90 food chain companies last year included 35 grocery 
lains with 530 stores and $19,009,200 sales. The 530 stores were all of 
1e straight grocery type. There were 14 meat market chains with 162 
sores and $4,166,000 sales. These were engaged almost exclusively in the 
stribution of meat products although some canned goods were generally 
91d. Occupying first place in the food chain field were 41 combination 
sore chains with 1,649 stores and $88,385,700 sales. Not all these stores 
sre of the combination type where both groceries and meats are sold. The 
649 stores included 715 straight grocery units with $26,035,600 sales 
id 917 units of the combination type with $619,060,000 sales. There were 
iso 17 stores belonging to miscellaneous types which could not be classi- 
ed as either grocery or combination stores and these had $444,100 sales. 


The smaller combination store chains are comprised almost en- 
[rely of stores of the combination type. The 170 units of 50 small chains 
ach with fewer than 10 stores were divided in the proportion of 25 grocery 
iits, 137 combination units and 8 units of miscellaneous types. The five 
argest chains (each with 100 stores or more) had a total of 1,351 stores, 
> which 631 were grocery, 720 were combination and 9 were of miscellaneous 
rpes of business. 
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Table I.--Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years 1930 and 1933 to 1936 
(Grocery, Combination and leat Market Chains Combined) 


| 1930 134 | 55 


87 91 86 8 


umber of Chains e@oe eee 


umber of Stores: 
HERA 5 oo 6 +5 6 06 6 86 ® 
Average(1) cooveee enon 


rae Wb) 2,309 
2 410 2,241 


2,398 
25302 


25352 
2,218 


otal Sales ees tas $127; 582 ,500/$103, 638,500} ¢ 


hain Sales Index | 
Pee ® 100,0);.. 06% 


100.0 Oxee: 4 O292. Seve: 


ercentage change in 
sales from preceding 
_ysar meer eee te ess 206 i 


+1,2: +0, % 


1) Computed from number at beginning, middle and end of each year. 


Table II.--Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces, 
1930, 1934, 193% and 3936 Compared 
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Table IiI.--Number of Grocery Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
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Table IV.--Number of Combination Store Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
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Table V.--Number of Meat Market Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
1930 and 1933 to 1936 
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Table VI.--Kinds of Stores Operated by Combination Store Chains in 1935 
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a Total Fae Grocery Units 
0 Los 
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Chains Number | _ _Sales Number| Sales _ Sales 
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ains, Total soerosor | 


Ad | 1:649' 88,385,700) 715 | 26,035,600 


ns having - 


jes than 10 units cos 30 L70} 8,575,200 540,000 7 1108 200 
Bro 99 units gsvvcee 6 128] 4,323,900 “1,460, 800 2,679,000 
0 units and over .o. 5 15351) 75. 483, 600 24,034, 800} 720 | 51,448, 800 _ 


These figures include a few stores other nee grocery and combination stores. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Food Chains in Ganada, 1937 (Preliminary) 
SSS SSS 


Sales of food chains in Canada gained 8.5 per cent. in 1937 over 1936 
zccording to results of the annual. Gensus of Merchandising for which returns were 
secured from 89 chain companies with 2,289 stores and $121,029,100 sales. Preliminary 
compilations for ali retail trade reveals a similar percentage increase in sales for all 
food stores including both chains and independents indicating that the position occupied 
by chains in the food retailing field remained practically unchanged in 1937 from the 
preceding year. Sales cf food chains in 1937 were only 5-1 per cent lower than in 1930, 
the earliest year for which data are available. 


Increased chain sales in 1937 over 1936 must be attributed to a sub- 
stantial gain of almost 11 per cent in average turnover per chain unit rather than to 
any expansion in the number of units in operation. In fact there were 45 fewer chain 
mits in the food retailing field in 1937 than in 1936 when 89 chain companies operated 
2,334 stores and had $111,511,900 sales. In 1940 there were 8/ chain companies with 
2,352 stores and $127,582,500 sales. 


The decrease in number of chain units in 1937 was confined almost 
sntirely to Quebec and the Maritime Provinces, the number of units in other regions of 
the country remaining practically unchanged from the preceding year. There were 29 
fewer chain units in Quebec in 1937 than in 1936 notwithstanding which a gain of 2.2 per 
sent in food chain sales took place, In 1936 there were 10 food chain companies with 
+28 units in this province and these had $39,595,300 sales. In the following year there 
vere 9 chain companies with 399 units and $25,0%2,400 sales. A decrease of 14 in the 
rvumber of units operated in the Maritime Provinces was associated with a gain of 7.5 per 
sent in value of chain sales. All othar provinces reported increased sales in 193/ over 
1936, the increases for the various divisions being as follows: Saskatchewan 7./ per 
sent; Ontario, 9.9 per cent; Manitoba, 10.4% per cent; Alberta, 11,0 per cent; and 
3ritish Columbia, 12.4 per cent. 


This report covers the cperations of all companies operating four or more 
retail units and engaged primarily in the distribution of grocery or meat products, 
Mandy and restaurant chains are not included. The report covers grocery chains, com- 
dination chains (those selling both groceries and fresh meats) and meat market chains. 


There were 31 grocery chains in Canada in 1937 with 499 stores and 
520,149,700 sales, a gain of 6.5 per cent over the business transacted in 1936 by 34 
chains with 524 stores. There were 44} combination store chains in 1937 with 1,628 
stores and $96,214,300 sales, up 8.8 per cent from the $88,423,000 turnover secured by 
11 chains with 1,648 stores in 1936, Meat market chains numbering 14 operated 162 
stores with $4,665,100 sales in 1937, up 12.0 per cent in value of sales from the pre+ 
seding year when a like number of chain companies operated a like number of unit stores. 


Not all units of the combination store chains sell both groceries and 
neats although the proportion which do so continues to increase from year to year, Of 
the 1,628 units of combination store chains in 1937, 969 or 59.4. per amt were oi! the 
combination type in which both groceries and fresh meats were sold. In 1936 the pro- 
portion was 55.6 per cent while in 1930 the units of combination chains were equally 
divided as between the combination and grocery type. The scale of operations for com- 
bination units is greater than that of stores of the purely grocery type as is evident 
from the fact that the 969 units of the combination type operating in 1937, while form 
ing 59.5 per cent of the total number of stores operated by combination store chains, 
transacted 75.4 per cent of the total annual sales of these same companies. 


Price, 10 cents. 
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Table I. - Number of Chains, Stores and Totel Sales, by Years, 1930 and 193 qr + to 1937 
(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined) 


ne : ae tk ‘i arisen aa pene np ane eeu Gaiet 
SEM De) ee 1936 | 1937 

| ATI tiaee nd aR eS Sia eds Me le Missile p 
mber of Chains 87 | z6| &6 89 £9 


j 
mber of Stores; | 
Maximum wor 2,352! 2,395! 2,309 2,334 2,289 
Brerece( 1) ...+..005 2,218! 2,310) 2,241 2,229 2,182 
, | 
a of $127 582,500! $104 912,800; $105 ,635,.9 adi 10, 5a) 900; $121, 029,100 
i | 
ain Sales Index i : | | 
prgs0 * 100.0) ..... 100.0 | 72.2 | $2.8 | 87.4 | 94.9 
reentage change in 
sales from preceding} | | 
year @rrererres ener 00 of a8 oye aie 28 Oof ad 5.6 ” 8.5 


(1) Computed from number at bezinning, middle and end of each year. 


Table If. - Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces, 
1930, 1935, 1936 and 1937 Compared 


Sea SN TE ET TT DN TEE RTT RIS OST ae LS Se RE ST Bp a A TR Re aT eae SS NN Sana TS 
j } 


| | | dee bial 
ne egso, 1945 pa O36 4) 1937 in Sales 
er er ey an eat DY 1936-37 
vi aa aaa Men Rae ae 
NADA, Total - Chains ...<>/ 3H 26) Mes 89 
tores(max. ) | eno. et e, 309 | ls 2,289} 
Sales corsoof Slay 582, 50) $105, 635, ,900|$21 eer os hrs 21 ,029, LOO} + 8.5 
itish Chains ....c i 47 16! 15 
Columbia(1)- Stores(max. i a6} 297 | 300 eglt 
Sales ......$ 10.19%,900'$ 10,243,000]$ 10,803,200/$ 12,010,900) +12,3 
ber ta- Chains ,.-.ef Bt 11 10 fs) 
Stores (max.)|| LEO} 13 131] 128 
Sales .....0f$ 5,587,0001$ 5,250,900/$ 5,585,200/$ tke pti Be 
| 
skatchewan- Chains ..... 10} 6 5 5 
Stores (n=x.)| 165 432. 125 127} 
SALOG ates cokes Os 969.300) 8 “558,5001$ 4,767,300/$ 5,135, 900] + ToT 
nitoba~ CRetnS is 44° é| 5 y >| 
Stores(max, ) || 121} Ja 104 113; 
Sales +..--.|$ 5,689,100) 813,600! § 4,908,600|$ 5,424,300) +103 
tario- Chains e@oro0 4 if | 37} bo! ae 
Stores(max. ) | 1,107! 1,075) 095 1,093 
Beled «4s +o £0,109; 30010 56,525,600 $ 60 bites 705/$ 66,105,400}; + 9.9 
\ | | 
ebec— Chains pci U3 I ul 10] y, 
Stores (max.) | 95 | ele 42s} 399 
Sales .+.+>0l$ 23,708,4001$ 18,80 $ 19,595,300/$ 20,032, ool + 202 
ritime t | 
Provinces- Chains coocelt Lei 16} ie | 
Btores(uax.)] 98 | ne L514) 137 4 
Sales veer ool$ 664, ihe | I 5,539, 7003 § 5,702, 600] $ 6, ED 500 S000 TS 


(2) Includes Yulcon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table III. - Number of Grocery Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years 


1930 and 1934 to 1937 
43 o 38 34 


umb er of Chains eevee a 


amber of Stores: 


eee eee 


mber of Chains ..... 


umber of Stores: ; 
Maximum S@oeeeateeoroee 
AVCTAZS siccecccces wah 
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Table V. - Number of Meat Market Chatas, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
sii gle 2 and 1934 to BaD ys 


mber of Chains ..... 14 
umber of Stores: | 

Maxinun @aeetateervece ry ees oa 456 4 162 162 
ETO ZE) foressyssnieieiscnoe-s ark 151 150 155 | 


$ 8,083,900 |$ 4,037,900 | $ 4,217,500] $ 4,166,000 | $ 4,665,100 > 


Table wis - Kinds of Stores cpeneras by popbine teen Store Chains aS 19: BY 


(eee S z i olanennsveaminhmicacs- 
“Tnber Troe Units(2) Ghoater Units ‘Combine tion Units 
Sige of Chain 
ak 


ins | Number Sales Number Sales 


ll Combination Store | . 
(Shains, Total ..-.of 1,628 96,214,300 23 , 323,800 72,521,900 


hains having - 
Less than 10 units.| 190 11,600,800 1,597,500} 150] 9,912,500 
10 to 99 units ....} 123 4,265,300 1,122,800] 75] 2,959,000 


100 units and over 1,315 80,348,200 20,603,500} 744 | 59,650,400 


(1) These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combination stores. 
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CENSUS OF LIWRCHANDISING »ND SERVICE HSTABLISHMENTS 
Food Chains in Cenada, 1938 (Preliminary) 


Notwithstanding a decline in the number of units operated by food chains 
Canada last year, dollar volume of sales was maintained at the 1937 level. There 
‘e 89 food chain companies in Canada in 1938 with a total of 2,201 unit stores in 
ration during 21] or part of the year and these had $121,166,700 sales. In the pre- 
ing year there were also 89 chain companies with 2,287 stores and $121,054,800 sales. 
, number of stores in operation was reduced considerably during the year under review. 
the beginning of 1938 there were 2,132 unit stores in operation. The number was re- 
ed to 2,072 by midsummer and there was a further reduction to 2,024 by the end of the 
ts 


Results on a regional basis show that food chain sales for 1938 compared 
h 1937 were up 3 per cent in Ontario, 2 per cent in Alberta and 1 per cent in Sask- 
hewan. Other regions reported decreased business. Sales in Quebec were down by 4 
-cent; British Columbia sales were off by 5 per cent while in Manitoba there was a 
uction of 8 per cent. 


4ll regions excepting Saskatchewan reported fewer stores in operation in 
8 than in the preceding year. Numbers of stores operated in 1938 in the several 
ions for which figures are compiled with corresponding numbers for 1937 in brackets 
as follows: British Columbia, 283 (292); Alberta, 124 (128); Saskatchewan, 130 
7); Manitoba, 109 (112); Ontario, 1,071 (1,101); Quebec, 352 (389) and Maritime 
vinces, 132 (137). 


The 89 food chains operating last year included 29 grocery chains with 
. stores and $19,431,600 sales. There were also 46 combination store chains with 
70 stores and $97,213,400 sales. Not all the units of combination store chains sell 
h groceries and meats although most of the business is transacted in stores of the 
bination type. The 1,570 uhits of combination chains included 629 units which were 
ely grocery stores and these had annual sales of $21,955,400. The 1,570 units also 
luded 923 combination stores with $74,679,800 sales and 8 units assigned to other 
d-of-business classifications with ~578,200 sales. There were 14 meat market chains 
h 158 stores and $4,521,700 sales. 
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ble 1, - Number of Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930 and 1 to 1938 
(Grocery, Combination and Meat Market Chains Combined) 


mber of chains 


mber of Stores: 
MPG) Graisiee 0 08 006 
Byerage(1) .....cee 


2,352 2,309 
2,218 2,241 


$127,582, 500} 105,635,900 $121,166, 700 


| 


SE 3111, 511,900} $121 , 054, 800 


ain Sales Index 


(1930 = 100.0) ..... 100.0 82.8 95.0 
rcentage change in 

sales from preceding 

year eeoeeeeseaeroeee ae 


+ 0.1 


(1) Computed from number at beginning, middle and end of each year, 


Table 11. - Number of Food Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces 
1930, 1936, 1937 and 1938 Compared 


—————————— 
25 Se 


Change 
in Sales 


87 
| OY. 
$127, 582,500 


89 


2,334 
$111,511, 900 


NADA, Total -Chains ..... 
Stores (max, ) 
BE POS 14 Pbbe's 


. 2920), 
121,166,700] + 0.1 


$121,054, 800 


14 
| 283 
® 21.396,000) =) 4.7 


‘itish RPS (5.2 os 
Columbia(1) -Stores(max. ) 
OL Os! wr cie%s 


8 
124 
2) 65.296), 500P i+) 2.5 


berta - GRAINS T. oda\s 
Stores(max. ) 
Sales eeeseo9d 


iskatchewan - Chains ..... 10 6 
Stores(max. ) 165 130 
Sales <pseeell © 6,969, 300 Oo.) Sy hoa, OL: Lue 
nitoba - ONALNG e+ vie 8 5 
Stores (max. ) 127 109 


Sales .eeoeel] 9 5,689,100|/9 4,908,600 ° 4,974,500] - 8.1 
atario - Chains .+.e. 37 47 

Stores(max.) || _ tL, 107 |, 1,095 . 1,071 

Sales .eseeell 9 70,769,300|% 60,149,700], O60 ,4.2513001 Bug 
Jebec - Chins | isws e 13 9 8 

Stores(max.)} — 495 389] 352 . 

Sales .e+s+e6|] 9 23,708,400 19,602,500]) 18,875,800] - 3.7 


sritime 
Provinces - Chains ..e., 12 16 15 
Stores (max. ) 98 L377) 152 
Sales ssseooll 9 4,664,500/¢ 5,702,600/% 6,129,500/3 6,064,900) - 1,1 


a ee oe eee a 


(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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Table IIIT. ~ Number of Grocery Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
1930 and 2935 to 1938 


a ee nr re mer mem 8 


1937 Rigas 3s) 


nber of Chains ....,. s 38 34 31) 29 
nber of Stores: 

MSURGIINUAIN: at eisde vee) ei 66 o 748 611 524 498 473 
(a (22 592 500 482 450 


Pe Galecis.+......-|| $44,698, 400 23, 870,900 | 918,922,900 320,167,700] $19, 431, 600 
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Table IV. - Number of Combination Store Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
1930 and 1935 to 1938 


REL SN NET ER EO REN ERE IY TR 
ast —_ . saat mw. . on a ne 


— ST 
Seven! a ed aa ee 1931 1938 
| ; 


{ 
nber of Chains ..... 23 35 41 44 46 
mber of Stores: 
RATT AEN sii, alld so 6 Meals 1,540 1,648 L627 Lear 
ie Uy 202 1,498 1,579 1,542 1,478 


i 


eRe rn Ne ers ee rah a RE 


Oy Salles .e.see-s-s |) $74,800,200! 377, 547, , 500 $88,423,000 | $96,222,0001$97, 213,400 


Table ¥V. - Number of Meat Market Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
LOS CE ONG Viluiome Wigke) 


| [te A ea MES 
mber of Chains ..... 21 | a3 14 | 14 14 
nber of Stores: | 
REPT TRIM: lipase 45s 225 158 162 Ds sys 158 
EOP ELS is sieve sles oe.e 214 | 151 150 155 155 


tel Solos sssssssseell § 8,083,900 § 4,217,500 12 4,166,000 | # 4,665,100 |8 4,521,700 


ees 


Table VI. - Kinds of Stores Operated by Se Store Chains in 1938 


A a CEE ET TIS CEE AN ETI (9 EES CC EE EE TE TS SS 
Pa RE MAN EA WS RIMS TE ENE ROY TE I RE I Se 


| I 
| ae | Total Units(1) | Grocery Units  |Combination Units 
Tl ece ane ay eels A RR me 9 a er 


ze of Chain Oh eee 

Chains | ee Sales__| Number! Sales | 

9 ) 

1 Combination Store 
Bremns, Total «ss.» 46 by 570) 1.975213),400 629 121,955,400 74,679, 800 
Ains having - 
Less than 10 units , 34 194 112,687,200 41 | 1,951,200 10,594,.800 
Hooto: 99 unats .....| 7 136 | 5,196,300 51 | 1,289,500 3,563,800 
100 units and over . 5 £280. 1795329,,900 537 |18,714,700 60,521, 200 


SS EE SS ee RE 


(1)These figures include a few stores other than grocery and combination stores. 
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